
Statement on the virtual Cabinet Meeting  
of Wednesday, 21 September 2022

ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

CABINET DECISIONS

 Energy
●	 Cabinet	was	briefed	by	

Public	Enterprises	Minister	
Pravin	Gordhan	on	the	ca-
pacity	of	Eskom	to	mitigate	
the	intermittent	load-shed-
ding	and	also	received	a	
progress	report	from	the	
Technical	Committee	of	
the	National	Energy	Crisis	
Committee.		

Further announcements 
will be made following 
the conclusion of the 
intensive deliberations 

on these reports.

●	 Cabinet	expressed	regret	
at	the	disruption	and	
inconvenience	caused	by	
load-shedding	to	busi-
nesses	and	households,	
particularly	happening	at	
the	time	when	govern-
ment	is	engaged	with	the	
interventions	announced	by	
President	Cyril	Ramaphosa	
in	July	2022.	

 Investment 
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	

launch	of	the	new	Sandvik	
Khomanani	Manufacturing	

Site	in	Kempton	Park,	which	
was	part	of	the	R350-mil-
lion	investment	pledged	
at	the	fourth	South	Africa	
Investment	Conference	
(SAIC)	held	at	the	Sandton	
Convention	Centre	in	
Johannesburg	on	24	March	
2022.

●	 The	new	62	000	square-me-
tre	facility	consolidates	
operations	previously	
undertaken	at	five	separate	
sites	and	accommodates	
about	550	employees.	It	is	
one	of	Sandvik’s	biggest	
and	most	advanced	facilities	
globally,	and	has	the	ability	
to	produce	underground	
loaders	with	over	60%	
South	African	content.	

●.	 Cabinet	further	welcomed	
the	oversight	visit	by	Presi-
dent	Ramaphosa	in	KwaZu-
lu-Natal	during	the	launch	
of	the	Hesto	Harnesses	
manufacturing	facility	in	
Stanger,	KwaDukuza	on	
13	September	2022.	This	
facility	is	one	of	five	capital	
investment	projects	that	
form	part	of	a	R1.4-billion	
commitment	by	Metair	
Investments	Limited	to	
support	the	expansion	and	
localisation	of	the	new	Ford	
Ranger.

●	 The	President	also	attended	
the	opening	of	the	Sappi	
Saiccor	Mill	upgrade	and	
expansion	project	worth	R7,7	
billion	in	Umkomaas,	which	
is	aimed	at	increasing	the	
capacity	and	global	com-
petitiveness	of	the	company	
while	also	creating	short-	
and	long-term	employment	
opportunities.	These	invest-

ments	form	part	of	pledges	
made	by	industrialists	at	the	
SAIC.

	Every new investment 
into our country assists 
in the reconstruction 
and recovery of our 

economy, and continues 
to profile South Africa as 
an investment destina-

tion of choice.

 Infrastructure  
development

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	
opening	of	the	new	section	
of	the	Musina	Ring	Road	in	
Limpopo	that	will	make	it	
easier	for	people	to	move	
around	Musina,	and	also	al-
low	for	increased	trade	and	
economic	activity	between	
South	Africa	and	the	South-
ern	African	Development	
Community	countries.	

●  The	R640-million	project	
created	over	275	full-time	
jobs	for	locals	and	provided	
opportunities	for	local	
communities	and	small,	me-
dium	and	micro	enterprises	
(SMMEs).	

The construction of the 
Musina Ring Road is part 
of government’s infra-
structure programme, 
through the ERRP, that 
seeks to create inclusive 
growth and employment 
opportunities across 
various sectors and 

communities.

 Jagersfontein disaster
●	 Cabinet	expressed	its	

sincere	condolences	to	the	

families	of	those	who	lost	
their	lives	after	the	tailings	
of	an	abandoned	local	
mine	in	Jagersfontein	in	
the	Free	State	burst	open	
and	released	a	disastrous	
mudslide	around	dawn	on	
Sunday,	11	September	2022.	
The	disaster	also	left	the	
local	infrastructure,	personal	
properties	such	as	vehicles	
and	several	homes	severely	
damaged.	

●	 During	his	visit	to	the	
disaster	area	on	Monday,	12	
September	2022,	President	
Ramaphosa	expressed	
appreciation	for	the	rescue	
and	recovery	efforts	being	
undertaken	in	the	area.	He	
also	pledged	that	govern-
ment	will	provide	the	neces-
sary	support	to	the	affected	
residents	of	Jagersfontein.

●  Cabinet	is	encouraged	that	
the	owners	of	the	mine	have	
said	that	they	are	ready	to	
provide	technical	assistance	
and	support	to	the	govern-
ment	should	it	be	requested	
by	the	Minerals	Council	
South	Africa.

The mining industry 
remains a significant 

contributor to the econ-
omy through direct and 
indirect employment, 
export earnings, and 
foreign direct invest-

ment, and plays a crucial 
role in improving the 

lives of people in mining 
communities.

●	 Government	and	some	
non-governmental	organisa-
tions	intervened	urgently	by	

providing	emergency	shelter,	
trauma	counselling	and	basic	
provisions	such	as	blankets,	
mattresses	and	food	parcels.	
Water	supply	and	electricity	
in	the	area	have	since	been	
restored.		

●	 Once	the	disaster	site	has	
been	cleaned	up,	technicians	
are	expected	to	undertake	
structural	assessments	of	
houses.

●  Cabinet	thanked	emergen-
cy	services,	civil-society	
organisations	and	members	of	
the	public	for	their	generous	
contributions	and	assistance.

 Economy 
●	 Cabinet	deliberated	on	the	

state	of	the	economy	in	
the	country	after	Statistics	
South	Africa’s	(Stats	SA)	
recent	figures	showed	that	
the	gross	domestic	product	
(GDP)	for	the	second	quarter	
of	2022	decreased	by	0,7%.	
Factors	which	influenced	this	
decrease	included	load-shed-
ding,	the	Russia-Ukraine	
conflict,	and	the	high	cost	of	
living	and	inflation.

●	 The	interventions	made	by	
the	Economic	Reconstruction	
and	Recovery	Plan	(ERRP)	
have	largely	cushioned	the	
country	from	the	international	
headwinds,	and	also	protected	
jobs	and	livelihoods.	

●  Government’s	strong	econom-
ic	interventions	are	beginning	
to	bear	fruit,	as	evidenced	in	
Stats	SA’s	recent	Quarterly	
Labour	Force	Survey	results,	
which	showed	that	over		
648	000	jobs	were	gained	
between	the	first	and	sec-
ond	quarters	of	2022.	
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 Monitoring and Evalua-
tion (M&E) Framework 
for the National Youth 
Policy (NYP)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	M&E	
framework	that	will	enable	
the	effective	monitoring	and	
impact	assessment	of	the	
pillars	of	the	NYP	2020-2030.	
The	framework	provides	five	
high-level	indicators	which	
are	aligned	with	the	pillars	of	
the	NYP.

●	 The	indicators	were	de-
veloped	with	the	relevant	
stakeholders	who	have	an	in-
terest	in	the	development	and	
empowerment	of	youth	in	the	
country.	The	data	collection	
will	be	disaggregated	in	terms	
of	age,	gender,	disability,	racial	
grouping	and	the	geographic	
setting	of	these	interventions.	

●	 The	monitoring	will	be	done	
in	all	spheres	of	government,	
entities	and	the	private	sector.	
The	reports	will	be	generated	
quarterly	and	published	twice	
a	year.	

 Policy Framework for 
Integrated Planning

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	Policy	
Framework	for	Integrated	
Planning	in	government,	
which	seeks	to	address	the	
identified	policy	planning	
gaps	in	the	current	planning	
system.

●	 The	proposed	interventions	
will	amongst	others	deal	
with	the	lack	of	planning	
alignment	within	the	three	
spheres	of	government.	The	
interventions	will	introduce	an	
evidence-based	monitor-
ing	mechanism.	The	policy	
framework	also	introduces	
easier	predictability	with	long	
to	medium	and	short-term	
planning	across	government.

● It	will	work	towards	intro-
ducing	legislative	reforms	
to	improve	coherency	and	
predictability	in	government	
planning	and	monitoring.	

	 Ratification of the Trea-
ty for the Establishment 
of the African Medi-
cines Agency (AMA)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	signing	
of	the	Treaty	for	the	Estab-
lishment	of	the	AMA	and	its	
submission	to	Parliament	
for	ratification.	This	will	give	
effect	to	the	treaty	that	was	
adopted	by	the	African	Union	
Assembly	in	2019.	The	treaty	
formally	establishes	the	AMA	
for	the	continent.	The	agency	
will	regulate	medical	products,	
and	improve	the	safety	and	
efficacy	of	the	medical	prod-
ucts	for	the	continent.

●	 The	signing	and	ratifying	of	
this	treaty	will	advance	South	
Africa’s	global	and	conti-
nental	commitment	toward	
strengthening	the	continental	
regulatory	system	on	its	
health	products.	

 Report on the Perfor-
mance of the Research 
and Development 
(R&D) Tax Incentive 
Programme – 2019/20 
and 2020/21

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	submis-
sion	to	Parliament	of	the	R&D	
Tax	incentive	Programme	for	
the	past	two	years	(2019/20	
and	2020/21).	This	is	in	line	
with	section	11D	(17)	of	the	
Income	Tax	Act,	1962	(Act	
58	1962),	which	requires	the	
tabling	of	these	reports	in	
Parliament.

●	 The	tax	incentive	programme	
seeks	to	encourage	private	
companies	to	invest	in	R&D	
so	as	to	stimulate	invest-
ment	growth.	It	enables	the	
advancement	of	science	and	
innovation	towards	economic	
growth,	and	promotes	com-
petitiveness.

●	 Cabinet	is	pleased	that	
the	report	shows	that	new	
companies	have	applied	for	
the	tax	incentive.	It	encour-
ages	more	companies	to	

access	this	scheme	as	part	
of	growing	their	respective	
investment	and	stimulating	
economic	growth.

●	 The	top-four	companies	that	
accessed	the	tax	incentive	
are	in	agro-processing;	min-
ing	beneficiation;	chemicals,	
cosmetics,	pharmaceutical	
and	electro-technical	and	
Information	Technology	sec-
tors	that	Cabinet	endorsed	as	
priority	areas	in	the	Industrial	
Policy	Action	Plan.	

●  The	full	report	can	be	
accessed	through	the	
Department	of	Science	and	
Innovation	website: www.dst.
gov.za. 

 African Growth and  
Opportunity Act 
(AGOA) Forum – 2023

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	hosting	
of	the	AGOA	Forum	in	2023.	
AGOA	was	enacted	by	the	
United	States	of	America	
(USA)	in	2000	to	provide	
unilateral	trade	preferen-
tial	access	for	most	of	the	
sub-Saharan	African	coun-
tries	and	the	USA	domestic	
market.

South Africa’s exports 
under AGOA include 

edible fruits, nuts, vehi-
cles, auto components, 
iron, steel and chemical 
products. The actual 

date and venue are still 
to be announced.

 Group on Earth Obser-
vations (GEO) Ministe-
rial Summit – 2023

●	 Cabinet	approved	that	
South	Africa	hosts	the	GEO	
Ministerial	Summit	in	Cape	
Town	in	2023.	The	GEO	is	
an	intergovernmental	body	
set	up	in	2003	after	the	2002	
World	Summit	on	Sustainable	
Development.	It	serves	as	a	
multilateral	platform	where	
countries	voluntarily	contrib-

ute	towards	a	common	goal	
of	building	the	GEO	systems.

●	 The	GEO	currently	has	more	
than	113	national	govern-
ments,	30	of	which	are	from	
Africa	and	about	140	partici-
pating	organisations,	with	11	
of	these	from	Africa.	South	
Africa	has	been	an	active	Ex-
ecutive	Committee	member	
since	2005	and	our	scientists	
are	currently	participating	in	a	
number	of	research	initiatives	
led	through	the	GEO.

 October Transport 
Month (OTM) – 2022

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	launch-
ing	of	the	OTM	campaign	
on	Saturday,	1	October	2022,	
under	the	theme:	“Sishov’in-
golovane:	together	building	
transport	infrastructure	that	
builds	and	sustains	liveli-
hoods”.

● The	annual	OTM	is	used	to	
raise	awareness	on	transport	
as	one	of	the	critical	elements	
in	economic	growth	and	spa-
tial	development.	A	number	
of	activities	will	take	place	to	
showcase	the	various	aspects	
of	transport	infrastructure	
in	aviation,	maritime,	public	
transport	and	roads.	

●  The	activities	will	also	
raise	awareness	regarding	
transport	safety	and	security.	
Stakeholder	engagements	
will	also	be	held	to	discuss	
various	challenges	in	the	
transport	sector.

Government remains 
committed to improving 
the country’s transport 
infrastructure, both in 
rural and urban areas, 
so as to facilitate an 
effective and efficient 

movement of goods and 
people. 

	 United Nations (UN) 
Human Settlement 
Programme Habitat 
(UN-HABITAT) Meeting

●	 Cabinet	has	approved	the	
hosting	of	the	meeting	of	the	
members	of	the	UN-HABI-
TAT	in	Johannesburg	on	16	
and	17	October	2022.	

●	 The	Department	of	Human	
Settlements	will	coordinate	
this	two-day	meeting	to	
be	attended	by	political	
champions,	practitioners	and	
researchers,	including	key	
members	of	the	Committee	
of	Permanent	Representa-
tives	of	the	UN-HABITAT	
based	in	Nairobi,	Kenya.	Key	
issues	to	be	discussed	will	
include	seeking	transfor-
mational	interventions	for	
informal	settlements	and	
slums.	

●	 The	outcomes	of	these	delib-
erations	will	culminate	in	the	
launching	of	the	Global	Action	
Plan	Framework,	which	will	
be	tabled	in	the	UN-HABITAT	
Assembly	for	endorsement	in	
2023.

 National Council on Gender-Based Violence 
and Femicide (GBVF) Bill of 2021

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	submission	of	the	National	
Council	on	GBVF	Bill	of	2021	to	Parliament	for	process-
ing.	This	Bill	provides	a	legislative	framework	for	the	
establishment	of	the	statutory	body	to	provide	a	focus	
intervention	in	dealing	with	GBVF.

● It	also	provides	for	the	establishment	of	the	Board	of	the	
Council	that	will	provide	strategic	leadership	and	over-
see	the	implementation	of	the	National	Strategic	Plan	on	
GBVF,	which	was	approved	by	Cabinet	in	October	2020	

for	implementation.	The	board	will	have	a	51%	represen-
tation	from	civil	society	and	49%	from	government.	The	
Bill	has	already	gone	through	public	consultation.	

 Tobacco Products and Electronic Delivery 
Systems Control Bill of 2018

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	submission	of	the	Tobacco	
Products	and	Electronic	Delivery	Systems	Control	Bill	
of	2018	to	Parliament,	which	seeks	to	repeal	the	current	
Tobacco	Products	Control	Act,	1993	(Act	83	of	1993),	as	
amended.

● The	Bill	also	seeks	to	strengthen	the	country’s	public	
health	measures	and	align	them	with	the	World	Health	
Organisation	Framework	Convention	on	Tobacco	Con-
trol.	The	Bill	proposes,	among	others,	100%	smoke-free	
indoor	and	some	outdoor	areas;	a	ban	on	the	sale	of	
cigarettes	through	vending	machines,	and	strengthens	
cigarette	packaging	and	warning	signage.

● The	Bill	has	gone	through	extensive	consultation	with	
various	stakeholders,	including	the	tobacco	industry,	
civil-society	organisations	and	relevant	government	
departments.	

BILLS

UPCOMING EVENTS
 77th Session of the 

UN General Assembly 
(UNGA77) 

●	 South	Africa	is	participating	in	
the	UNGA77	taking	place	at	the	
UN	headquarters	in	New	York	
City	in	the	USA	from	20	to	27	
September	2022	under	the	theme:	
“A	watershed	moment:	Unlocking	
transformative	solutions	to	inter-
locking	challenges”.

●	 For	the	global	South,	the	
economic	and	socio-economic	
impact	of	the	Coronavirus	Disease	
(COVID-19)	pandemic	has	been	
disproportionate	in	relation	to	
recovery	in	the	developed	North	
and	this	requires	a	united	effort	
from	all	nations	to	ensure	no	one	
is	left	behind.	

●	 Preceding	the	UN	General	De-
bate,	the	UN	Secretary-General,	
Mr	António	Guterres,	will	convene	
a	summit	on	“Transforming	
Education”	and	host	a	high-level	
meeting	focusing	on	the	Sustain-
able	Development	Goals	(SDGs).	
The	SDGs	meeting	is	expected	to	
explore	ways	in	which	to	regain	
momentum	and	accelerate	their	
implementation.

 Heritage Day
●	 President	Ramaphosa	will	deliver	

a	keynote	address	at	the	2022	
National	Heritage	Day	celebra-
tions	at	the	Union	Buildings	on	

Saturday,	24	September	2022.	
The	event	will	be	held	under	the	
theme:	“Celebrating	the	Legacy	of	
Solomon	Linda	and	South	Africa’s	
Indigenous	Music”.	

●	 This	year’s	Heritage	Month	focus-
es	on	South	Africa’s	indigenous	
music	with	a	spotlight	on	isicath-
amiya	music	and	its	immense	
contribution	to	our	sport,	arts,	
culture	and	heritage.	The	theme	
pays	tribute	to	the	60th	anniver-
sary	of	the	passing	of	musician,	
singer	and	composer	Solomon	
Popoli	Linda	(1909-1962),	also	
known	as	Solomon	Ntsele,	who	
is	best	known	as	the	composer	of	
the	song,	“Mbube”.

 2022 World Maritime Day 
Parallel Event  

●	 South	Africa	will	be	hosting	the	
2022	World	Maritime	Day	Parallel	
Event	in	Durban	from	12	to	14	
October	2022.	The	event	will	be	
hosted	during	the	OTM,	which	will	
also	form	part	of	raising	aware-
ness	of	our	maritime	sector.	

●  The	event	will	bring	delegates	
from	various	countries	who	will	
experience	the	South	African	
maritime	industry.	South	Africa	
has	been	a	member	of	the	Inter-
national	Maritime	Organization	
since	1995,	which	is	a	specialised	
agency	of	the	UN	responsible	for	
regulating	shipping.	

 Tourism Month
●	 Tourism	Month	is	this	year	being	

celebrated	under	the	theme	of	
World	Tourism	Day	(27	Sep-
tember)	of	“Rethinking	Tourism”.	
Domestic	tourism	is	critical	in	the	
recovery	of	the	tourism	sector,	
which	contributes	greatly	to	
the	South	African	GDP	and	job	
creation.

● Cabinet	is	pleased	that	the	
hospitality	sector	has	recorded	
an	increase	in	visitors	post	the	
COVID-19	period.	The	15.2	million	
domestic	trips	taken	in	the	first	
half	of	2022	recorded	a	114%	
increase	when	compared	to	the	
same	period	in	2021.	This	showed	
a	marked	improvement	for	the	
same	period	in	2019,	which	saw	
8.6	million	domestic	trips	taken.		

As part of celebrating 
Tourism Month, Cabinet en-
courages South Africans to 
undertake ‘Sho't Left’ tours 
to our various provinces.

●	 Cabinet	also	welcomed	the	deci-
sion	by	Air	Belgium	to	fly	seasonal	
flights	to	South	Africa,	starting	
from	this	month	(September),	
which	will	boost	tourism	and	
further	cement	our	status	as	a	
tourism	destination	of	choice.	It	
will	include	weekly	flights	to	Cape	
Town	and	Johannesburg.
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ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

CABINET DECISION

	 Climate Change 
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	visit	

to	South	Africa	by	Mr	Alok	
Sharma,	President	of	the	26th	
United	Nations	(UN)	Climate	
Change	Summit,	from	19	to	
21	June	2022,	and	his	assess-
ment	that	South	Africa	has	
shown	a	clear	commitment	
to	a	clean	energy	transition.	

●	 In	2021,	President	Cyril	
Ramaphosa	joined	other	
leaders	in	announcing	a	
historic	partnership	with	
the	governments	of	France,	
Germany,	United	Kingdom	
and	United	States,	as	well	
as	the	European	Union,	to	
support	a	just	transition	to	a	
low	carbon	economy	and	a	
climate	resilient	society.	

●	 South	Africa	has	been	hard	
at	work	in	preparing	the	
ground	for	our	clean	energy	
transition	and	a	move	to	
clean	energy	sources	such	
as	green	hydrogen,	biomass,	
wind	power,	solar	power	and	
hydro-power,	among	other	
renewables.	This	so-called	
energy	mix	allows	for	a	
balance	between	energy	
sources	to	ensure	reliable	
power	to	meet	the	country’s	
growing	energy	needs.

	 Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) vaccine 
uptake 

●  Cabinet	welcomed	the	
significant	drop	in	COVID-19	
infections	recorded	in	South	
Africa	over	the	past	few	
weeks	and	encouraged	all	
eligible	people	to	continue		
to	vaccinate,	which	helps	
to	prevent	serious	illness,	
hospitalisation	and	death.	

●	 Half	of	all	adult	South	Afri-
cans	have	to	date	received	at	
least	one	COVID-19	vaccine	
dose.	Government	aims	to	
use	the	low-interest	loan	re-
cently	approved	by	the	World	
Bank	to	purchase	additional	

COVID-19	vaccine	doses	
and	ensure	that	the	nation	is	
adequately	protected	against	
potential	infections.

●	 Cabinet	also	considered	
matters	related	to	develop-
ments	on	the	management	
of	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	
particularly	with	the	progress	
being	made	towards	a	full	
return	to	normal	socio-eco-
nomic	activities.	The	Minister	
of	Health,	Dr	Joe	Phaahla,	will	
provide	further	details.

	 National Youth Day			
●	 Cabinet	thanked	all	South	

Africans	for	joining	in	the	
country’s	National	Youth	
Day	commemorations	on	
Thursday,	16	June	2022	
under	the	theme:	“Promoting	
sustainable	livelihood	and	
resilience	of	young	people	for	
a	better	tomorrow.”	

●  The	spirit	of	enthusiasm	and	
resilience	shown	by	the	youth	
across	our	nation	is	indeed	
a	cause	for	celebration	and	
hope	for	a	better	tomorrow.

As National Youth Month 
draws to an end, let us 
intensify our efforts to 
ensure young people 

access the many support 
programmes provided 
by government and 
facilitate their active 
participation in the 

economy. 

●	 The	Public	Service,	as	
the	largest	employer,	has	
responded	to	this	chal-
lenge	by	enabling	unem-
ployed	graduates	to	gain	
experience	through	the	
Public	Service	Graduate	
Internship	and	Learnership	
Programme.	Government	is	
also	implementing	the	Social	
Employment	Fund	(SEF)	and	
revitalised	National	Youth	
Service	(NYS)	job-creation	

initiatives	that	will	each	draw	
50	000	young	people	into	the	
economy.

●	 These	initiatives	will	not	
only	provide	much-needed	
work	experience	but	will	also	
reinforce	the	value	of	active	
citizenship.	The	SEF	partners	
with	non-governmental	
organisations	(NGOs)	while	
the	NYS	enlists	young	people	
for	services	which	benefit	
communities	across	the	
country.	

	 Transport  
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	

11-point	Action	Plan	to	deal	
with	road	blockages	and	re-
cruitment	of	foreign	nationals	
as	truck	drivers.	The	plan,	
which	was	developed	by	the	
Road	and	Freight	Inter-Min-
isterial	Committee	(IMC)	in	
partnership	with	the	road	and	
freight	industry	stakeholders,	
promotes	amongst	others	the	
enforcement	of	visa	require-
ments	and	compliance	with	
labour	laws.

●	 The	IMC	was	formed	to	
deal	with	escalating	road	
blockages	and	protests	by	
disgruntled	South	African	
truck	drivers.	

Protests and road block-
ages adversely impact 
mobility, scare foreign 
investors and most 

importantly, negatively 
impact the economy and 
essential supply chains 

which use affected 
corridors.

	 Nelson Mandela Bay 
(NMB) Metropolitan 
Municipality	water 
shortages

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	inter-
vention	of	the	Department	of	
Water	and	Sanitation	(DWS)	
in	the	NMB	Metropolitan	
Municipality	in	the	Eastern	
Cape	to	avert	Day	Zero	as	
the	province	is	facing	severe	
water	shortages	which	
started	in	2015.	The	DWS	is	
working	with	the	province	
to	implement	short,	medium	
and	long-term	measures	to	

address	and	mitigate	the	po-
tential	impact	of	the	drought.

●	 Cabinet	further	urged	the	
residents	of	NMB	to	adhere	
to	water	restrictions	imposed	
by	local	municipalities	to	
ensure	water	security.	Overall,	
water	use	must	be	reduced	
by	50	million	litres	per	day,	
from	the	current	level	of	280	
million	litres	per	day	down	to	
230	million	litres	per	day.

	 Crime and corruption			
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	recent	

arrest	of	a	Home	Affairs	offi-
cial	stationed	at	the	Benoni	
office	for	issuing	a	fraudulent	
passport	to	a	Bangladeshi	
national.	The	official,	Ms	
Sibongile	Simelane,	was	
granted	R5	000	bail	in	the	
Benoni	Magistrate's	Court	on	
Tuesday,	21	June	2022.	The	
Bangladeshi	national,	Mr	Fa-
him	Kazi,	was	arrested	while	
trying	to	leave	the	country	on	
12	May	2022	under	the	name,	
‘Lebogang	Ndlovu’.

●	 The	Department	of	Home	
Affairs	(DHA)	recently	
deported	Lithuanian	actress,	
Ms	Ieva	Andrejevaite,	who	
sought	to	abuse	South	
Africa’s	refugee	management	
regime	when	she	fabricated	a	
story	of	wanting	to	apply	for	
asylum	because	of	the	“war	
in	Ukraine”.

Cabinet commends 
the work being done 
by the DHA’s Counter 
Corruption Unit. It ap-
plauds and encourages 
ordinary South Africans 
to continue reporting 
such criminal acts. The 
unlawful acts of South 
Africans who sell their 

identities have far-reach-
ing negative implications 
for the country’s security 

and socio-economic 
status.

●	 Government	will	continue	to	
deal	harshly	against	anyone	
involved	in	illegal	acts	that	
undermine	our	immigration	
laws,	without	fear	or	favour.

●	 Cabinet		also	welcomed	

the	recent	conviction	and	
sentencing	of	a	Durban	
teacher,	Ms	Nomusa	Pre-
cious	Gabuza	(37)	–	who	was	
sentenced	to	three	years'	cor-
rectional	supervision	and	four	
years'	imprisonment,	wholly	
suspended	for	three	years,	in	
the	Umlazi	Regional	Court	in	
KwaZulu-Natal	–	for	contra-
vening	the	Local	Government	
Municipal	Electoral	Act,	2000	
(Act	27	of	2000).	As	a	teacher	
at	the	school	which	was	used	
as	a	voting	station	during	the	
Municipal	Elections	in	Octo-
ber	2021,	Ms	Gabuza	pleaded	
guilty	for	fraudulently	casting	
24	votes,	including	12	for	the	
Municipal	Elections	and	12	
for	the	Ward	Elections.

●	 The	conviction	and	sentenc-
ing	underscore	the	Electoral	
Commission	of	South	Africa’s	
commitment	to	intervene	
timeously	and	apply	conse-
quence	management.	This	
is	also	a	strong	affirmation	of	
the	electoral	systems,	which	
have	since	been	strength-
ened	with	the	introduction	
of	the	Voter	Management	
Device	that	prevents	double	
voting.

●	 Cabinet	affirmed	that	elec-
tions	are	the	cornerstone	of	
our	democracy	and	must	be	
protected	at	all	costs.	

	 World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) 12th Ministe-
rial Conference (MC12)

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	
outcomes	of	the	WTO	MC12	
held	in	Geneva,	Switzerland	
from	12	to	17	June	2022,	in	
particular	the	decision	that	
eligible	countries	could	over-
ride	COVID-19	vaccine	pat-
ents	until	2027.	The	decision	
on	whether	to	extend	this	to	
COVID-19	therapeutics	and	
diagnostics	was	delayed	for	
six	months.

●	 South	Africa	had	been	
leading	the	call	for	the	WTO	
to	waiver	intellectual	prop-
erty	rights	tied	to	COVID-19	
vaccines	that	will	ensure	
equal	access	to	vaccines	and	
enable	countries	that	have	
the	capability	to	manufacture	
vaccines	to	do	so.

●	 The	conference	also	commit-
ted	to	an	open	and	inclusive	
process	to	reform	all	its	func-
tions	and	agreed	to	a	pack-
age	of	trade	deals	addressing	
areas	such	as	health,	setting	
limits	on	fishing	subsidies,	a	
moratorium	on	e-commerce	
trade	and	food	security.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MESSAGE 

	 Progress on Broadcast-
ing Digital Migration 
(BDM) Programme

Cabinet received an 
update on the BDM 

Programme and noted 
the progress made with 
the installation of set-top 
boxes as part of migrat-
ing from analogue to 
digital broadcasting.

Cabinet re-emphasised 
the urgency for conclud-
ing the BDM to free up 

the spectrum needed for 
mobile broadband, and 
other information and 
communications tech-

nology related purposes. 

●	 Communications	and	
Digital	Technologies	Minister	
Khumbudzo	Ntshavheni	
will	hold	a	media	briefing	
tomorrow	(Friday,	24	June)	to	
provide	more	details.

	 Annual National Child 
Rights Status Report 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
second	Annual	National	
Child	Rights	Status	Report	
to	be	published.	The	report	
provides	an	update	on	the	
implementation	of	the	Na-
tional	Plan	of	Action	for	the	
Children	for	the	2019-2024	
period.		

●	 The	report	highlights	the	
achievements	recorded	
for	the	2020-2021	period.	It	
also	highlights	areas	that	
remain	a	challenge,	including	

the	safety	of	children	and	
the	continued	disparities	
between	the	poor	and	the	
rich	in	respect	of	children.	
The	report	also	reflects	on	
how	the	COVID-19	pandemic	
impacted	on	children	during	
this	period.	

●	 The	intervention	measures	
being	implemented	by	gov-
ernment	are	aimed	at	realis-
ing	the	rights	of	children,	as	
outlined	in	the	Constitution	of	
the	Republic	of	South	Africa	
of	1996.	They	also	support	
the	country’s	obligations	to	
the	UN	Conventions	on	the	
Rights	of	the	Child	(UNCRC)	
and	the	African	Charter	on	
the	Rights	and	Welfare	of	the	
Child	(ACRWC).	South	Africa	
is	a	signatory	to	both	the	
UNCRC	and	ACRWC.	

●	 The	report	was	compiled	in	
consultation	with	government	
departments	and	a	number	
of	relevant	stakeholders	at	
national	and	provincial	levels.	
The	full	report	will	be	posted	
on	the	Department	of	Social	
Development	website:	www.
dsd.gov.za.

	 South Africa’s com-
bined third to sixth 
Periodic Report to the 
UNCRC

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	tabling	
of	the	third	to	the	sixth	
Periodic	Report	to	the	UN-
CRC.	This	report	follows	the	
second	Periodic	Report	that	
was	tabled	to	the	UNCRC	in	
2014.

●	 The	report	has	been	com-
piled	in	accordance	with	Ar-
ticle	44	of	the	UNCRC,	and	
also	covers	the	observations	
and	recommendations	made	
from	the	last	report.	The	
UNCRC	sent	its	observa-
tions	and	recommendations	
for	the	country	in	2016.

●	 The	compilation	was	done	in	
consultation	with	all	relevant	
departments	and	stakehold-
ers	across	the	country.	The	
full	report	will	be	made	pub-
lic	once	it	has	been	tabled	to	
the	UNCRC.

	 National report on 
implementing the New 
Urban Agenda

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	of	South	Africa’s	
first	national	report	on	
the	Implementation	of	the	
New	Urban	Agenda	to	the	
UN	Human	Settlements	
Programme	(UN-Habitat).	
The	UN-Habitat	adopted	
its	New	Urban	Agenda	at	
its	Conference	on	Housing	
and	Sustainable	Urban	
Development	in	October	
2016.	Member	states	were	
expected	to	submit	progress	
reports	voluntarily.

●	 South	Africa	supported	the	
adoption	of	the	New	Urban	
Agenda	and	subsequently	
implemented	it	through	the	
country’s	Integrated	Urban	
Development	Framework	
(IUDF).	The	IUDF	aims	to	
guide	the	development	of	in-
clusive,	resilient	and	liveable	

urban	settlements.	
●	 The	progress	report	was	

compiled	in	consultation	
with	national,	provincial	and	
local	spheres	of	government,	
and	relevant	NGOs.

	 Integrated Youth 
Development Strategy 
(IYDS)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	IYDS	
for	implementation.	The	
strategy	gives	effect	to	the	
National	Youth	Policy	2020-
2030.	It	outlines	the	actions,	
projects	and	programmes	
to	be	undertaken	by	various	
stakeholders	from	youth	
formations.

●	 It	also	deals	with	minimising	
the	duplication	of	govern-
ment	interventions	and	
guides	how	civil	society	
and	the	private	sector	can	
support	young	people	from	
accessing	opportunities.	The	
compilation	of	the	strategy	
involved	diverse	inputs	from	
various	sectors	of	society.

	 Draft White Paper on 
Conservation and Sus-
tainable Use of South 
Africa’s Biodiversity

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	draft	
White	Paper	on	Conserva-
tion	and	Sustainable	Use	
of	South	Africa’s	Biodiver-
sity	for	public	comments.	
South	Africa's	biodiversity	
provides	an	important	basis	
for	economic	growth	and	
development,	and	is	critical	
to	people’s	livelihoods.		

●	 This	White	Paper	gives	ef-
fect	to	the	recommendations	
made	by	the	High-Level	
Panel	of	Experts	appointed	
in	2019	to	review	our	current	
policies,	legislation	and	
practices	on	matters	relating	
to	iconic	species.		

●	 The	report	recommended	
the	development	of	an	over-
arching	policy	on	conser-
vation	and	sustainable	use	
of	the	country’s	biodiversity.	
The	policy	will	be	imple-
mented	across	all	spheres	of	
government.	Conservation	is	
important	for	the	country’s	
drive	to	accelerate	economic	
growth	and	job	creation.

	 Game Meat Strategy 
●	 Cabinet	approved	the	

publication	of	the	draft	
Game	Meat	Strategy	for	
public	comments.	The	
strategy	seeks	to	formalise	
and	transform	the	game	
meat	industry.	It	also	seeks	
to	contribute	towards	food	
security	in	a	sustainable	
manner.

●	 The	game	meat	industry	is	
predominately	an	informal	
industry	that	operates	in	a	
fragmented	manner.	The	
proposed	strategy	provides	
an	implementation	plan	that	
will	formalise	and	strengthen	
the	sector	as	both	a	provider	
of	food	security	and	an	
economic	growth	sector	that	
can	help	create	job	opportu-
nities.

	 14th Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South 
Africa (BRICS) Summit

●	 President	Ramaphosa	will	
lead	South	Africa’s	participa-
tion	in	the	virtual	14th	BRICS	
Leaders’	Summit	hosted	by	
the	People’s	Republic	of	China	
from	Thursday,	23	to	Friday,	24	
June	2022.	

●	 Our	BRICS	membership			con-
tinues	to	benefit	the	country.	
Last	year	over	17	percent	of	
South	Africa’s	exports	were	
destined	to	other	BRICS	
countries,	and	over	29	percent	
of	our	total	imports	came	from	
these	countries.	The	value	of	
this	trade	continues	to	grow,	
with	total	South	African	trade	
with	other	BRICS	countries	
reaching	R702	billion	in	2021,	
up	from	R487	billion	in	2017.	

●  Collaboration	within	BRICS	
members	in	various	areas	such	
as	health	and	enhanced	trade	
has	grown	our	local	industry,	
and	benefited	all	BRICS	
members.	Our	investment	in	
infrastructure	development	

projects	and	efforts	to	reduce	
red	tape	when	doing	business	
aim	to	increase	exports	to	our	
BRICS	partners.

	 Economic Governance 
Winter School

●	 The	National	School	of	
Government	(NSG)	will	host	
its	third	Economic	Governance	
Winter	School	Programme	
for	Political	Executives	in	
Johannesburg	from	27	June	to	
1	July	2022.	It	will	be	attended	
by	Ministers	from	Côte	d'Ivoire;	
South	Sudan	and	South	Africa;	
and	Directors-General	from	
Lesotho,	Zambia,	Democratic	
Republic	of	Congo,	Tanzania	
and	Ghana.	South	African	
mayors,	as	well	as	members	
of	mayoral	committees	and	
executive	councils,	will	also	
attend.	

●	 The	political	executives	from	
different	countries	are	expect-
ed	to	share	ideas	and	lessons	
from	different	scenarios	that	
they	experience	in	their	day-to-
day	work.

●	 The	NSG	designed	the	annual	
programme	for	members	of	
the	executive	in	2020,	as	part	
of	its	support	to	government’s	
commitment	to	build	a	capable	
state.	It	seeks	to,	among	
other	things,	equip	executives	
within	the	three	spheres	of	
government	with	enhanced	
leadership	and	oversight	
capabilities	to	be	able	to	re-ex-
amine	governance	challenges	
that	constrain	inclusivity	and	
sustainable	economic	growth.

	 Nelson Mandela  
International Day 

●	 This	year’s	Nelson	Mandela	
International	Day	on	Monday,	
18	July	2022		will	be	celebrated	
under	the	global	theme:	“Do	
what	you	can,	with	what	you	
have,	wherever	you	are”.

●	 It	is	a	clarion	call	for	people	
to	support	and	participate	in	
the	campaign	by	contributing	
sustainable	interventions	with	
a	lasting	impact.

●	 One	such	sustainable	inter-
vention	is	the	annual	Nelson	

Mandela	Youth	Dialogue	and	
Ethical	Leadership	Programme	
focusing	on	topical	issues	con-
cerning	young	people	in	South	
Africa	and	across	the	globe.

	 Tax Season 
●	 The	2022	tax	filing	season	will	

open	from	1	July	to	24	October	
2022.	Taxpayers	are	encour-
aged	to	file	their	returns	on	
eFiling	(www.sarsefiling.co.za)	
or	on	the	South	African	Reve-
nue	Service	(SARS)	MobiApp.	

●	 This	year	SARS	will	continue	
with	the	auto-assessment	of	
individual	taxpayers,	which	is	
a	pre-populated	income	tax	
return	to	help	simplify	the	sub-
mission	process.	In	2021	more	
than	three	million	taxpayers	
were	auto-assessed.

●  The	timely	and	accurate	
submission	of	tax	returns	
not	only	ensures	taxpayers	
remain	compliant,	but	it	also	
helps	government	to	deliver	
services	to	South	Africans	
who	need	them	most.

BILLS
 Traditional Affairs  

General Amendment 
Bill of 2022

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	of	the	Traditional	
Affairs	General	Amendment	
Bill	of	2022	to	Parliament	
for	further	processing.	The	
amendments	seek	to	revise	
the	Traditional	and	Khoi-San	
Leadership	Act,	2019	(Act	

3	of	2019),	which	came	into	
effect	on	1	April	2021.

 Protection of Consti-
tutional Democracy 
Against Terrorist and 
Related Activities 
Amendment Bill of 2022

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	of	the	Protection	
of	Constitutional	Democracy	

Against	Terrorist	and	Relat-
ed	Activities	Amendment	
Bill	of	2022	to	Parliament	
for	further	processing.	Once	
adopted,	the	Bill	will	amend	
the	current	Protection	of	
Constitutional	Democracy	
Against	Terrorist	and	Relat-
ed	Activities	Act,	2004	(Act	
33	of	2004).

●	 The	Bill	went	through	an	

extensive	public	consul-
tation	process	after	it	was	
approved	by	Cabinet	in	
May	2021.	The	amendments	
seek	to	align	the	country’s	
domestic	instruments	of	
fighting	terrorism	with	the	
global	measures	that	have	
been	put	in	place.	They	
have	also	addressed	the	
clauses	that	were	deemed	

unconstitutional	by	the	
Constitutional	Court.

●	 As	a	signatory	to	the	UN	
Security	Council,	South	
Africa	is	duty-bound	to	do-
mesticate	the	international	
laws	that	seek	to	strengthen	
measures	to	combat	global	
terrorism.	

BILLS

	 Congratulations
	 Cabinet	extended	its	

congratulations	and	
well-wishes	to:	

●	 Judge Owen Lloyd 
Rogers	following	his	
recent	appointment	as	
Judge	of	the	Constitu-
tional	Court	of	South	
Africa.

●	 Cabinet	joined	President	
Ramaphosa	in	wishing	
former	President	Thabo	
Mbeki	a	Happy	80th	
Birthday,	which	he	cele-
brated	on	18	June	2022.	
Mr	Mbeki	envisioned	a	
bright	and	prosperous	
future	for	all	South	
Africans.

 Congratulations
	 Cabinet extended its congratulations and 

well-wishes to: 
● President William Samoei Ruto	of	the	Republic	

of	Kenya,	who	was	inaugurated	on	Tuesday,	13	
September	2022,	following	peaceful	national	elec-
tions	held	on	9	August	2022.	Deputy	President	
David	Mabuza	attended	the	inauguration	on	be-
half	of	President	Ramaphosa,	and	the	government	
and	people	of	the	Republic	of	South	Africa.			

●	 The	South African Rugby Union	and	the City 
of Cape Town for	successfully	hosting	the	eighth	
edition	of	the	Rugby	World	Cup	Sevens	tourna-
ment	between	9	and	11	September	2022.	This	was	
the	first	time	that	this	prestigious	event	was	host-
ed	by	an	African	country	and	the	many	thousands	
of	fans	who	attended	were	treated	to	a	feast	of	
rugby	and	South	Africa’s	renowned	hospitality.

 Condolences 
		 Cabinet expressed condolences to the families and 

friends of: 
●	 the	18 schoolchildren and two adults	who	died	

in	a	horrific	accident	in	Pongola,	KwaZulu-Natal	
on	Friday,	16	September	2022	after	an	articulated	
truck	collided	head-on	with	a	bakkie	transporting	
the	learners.


